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OVERVIEW:
President's Message
Without a doubt, 2020 was a challenging year, like no
other in our collective memories. We are hopeful that
we are now turning a corner and with the growing
number of residents being vaccinated, we will be able to
make some plans for a more “normal” summer. The
wildflowers are starting to peak through in Muskoka
reminding us of all that is beautiful, wonderful and
possible. The LRNA Board is cautiously optimistic that
we will be able to host a Social closer to the end of
August or early September. We are still wading though
some invisible mud so we have not made any decisions
as yet; we will keep you posted.
While many were largely confined to their residences
and homes over the winter, there was a lot being
accomplished behind the scenes. In this issue, we have
updates on several important decisions that have been
made and initiatives that are in the works. Wishing you
all a healthy and safe start to summer 2021!!
- Corinne Hagerman

2021 Municipal Tax Update
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Habitat for Humanity in Bala
Winter Photo Contest
Nursing Station
Safe Quiet Lakes

The Lake Rosseau North
Association (LRNA) is a non-profit
organization established in 1982
to represent the interests of
approximately 180 lakefront and
Village of Rosseau property
owners in the North Lake
Rosseau and surrounding areas of
Seguin and Muskoka Lakes
townships.

2021 Municipal Tax
Update
Muskoka Lakes Township
Muskoka Lakes Township
Council has approved the
2021 Operating and Capital
Budget and Forecast. The
budget has a net levy of
$12,584,088, which
represents a 2.43% tax levy
increase over last year. The
2021 budget builds upon the
changes made in the 2020
Budget which designates
20% of annual expenses
towards reserves to support
future investments in the
Township’s capital
infrastructure.
Council has also been able to
improve service levels with
this budget, including
increased by-law
enforcement and support in
the Planning department, not
to mention it projects-

appropriate spending for the
next three years versus a
single year budget.”
Notable projects slated for
2021 include the completion
of a Fire Master Plan and a
Recreation, Parks, Trails &
Facilities Master Plan,
development of a
Community Improvement
Plan for the communities of
Port Carling and Bala, and
improvements to trails and
by-law enforcement.
Seguin Township
Seguin Township has also
approved its 2021 budget
which reflects a tax levy of
$18.4 million including
education of $5.9 million (the
net municipal levy is
therefore $12.5 million). This
tax levy represents an
increase of .5%. The
operating budget includes
staffing for three service-

level changes as follows:
enhancement of both internal
and external communications,
improved project management
(for example the expansion of
broadband in Seguin), and a
bylaw pilot project which will
consider existing bylaws,
enforcement etc. The capital
budget includes $100,000 for
Seguin’s seasonal road project
(engineering studies and
conversion of some roads).

LRNA Preferred Propane Rate Winter
21/22
The LRNA and Georgian Bay
Propane are pleased to
announce a partnership for
the 2021/2022 Heating
season. Members will be
offered a preferred,
competitive, fixed rate in
September 2021 and must
sign up with Georgian Bay
Propane by email, with their
address and membership-

number to be eligible.
Members must sign up by
October 10th, 2021.
New customers to Georgian
Bay Propane must mention
this offer when they contact
GBP and become a new
customer prior to the fall
heating season (based on
demand and time to schedule
installations).

Two Habitat for Humanity Homes to be
Built in Bala
critical issue for those who
have lived in the Muskoka
region for years, most of whom
hold the service jobs we all
rely on.

Everyone needs a safe and
affordable place to call home.
According to the District of
Muskoka, a home priced at
less than $335,000 is
affordable. In the District
there are currently fewer
than 20 homes listed as
actively for sale, none for less
than $400,000. Locals and
those who live here yearround are being priced out of
the Muskoka housing
market. Rentals are equally
challenging - online ads
searching for a home or
apartment to rent far
outnumber the listings. Any
units that are available, even
a one-bedroom, are at least
$1,200 per month, not
including utilities. That’s 44%
of gross monthly income for
someone making $26,918
per year, the median
employment income in
Muskoka.
The shortage of affordable
rental units and affordable
homes for purchase is a-

The Habitat for Humanity
vision is a world where
everyone has a safe, decent,
and affordable place to live.
Today, more than ever, the
residents of The Township of
Muskoka Lakes need a suitable
place to shelter, work, and
learn. COVID-19 has created
many new challenges and
exacerbated issues that
existed prior to the pandemic,
including access to affordable
housing for Muskoka families.
This year, Habitat for
Humanity Ontario Gateway
North is gearing up to add two
(2) affordable homes to the
supply in Bala. For full project
details, check out ‘Building
Futures in Bala’ by clicking
HERE.

In Canada, homeownership is
the single greatest means of
enabling people to build a
brighter future for themselves
and their families.
Homeownership provides
people with stability, safety
and a pathway to improved
financial status. People can use
home equity to start a
business, finance their
children’s education, plan for a
secure retirement, and pass on
financial security to the next
generation. Affordable
homeownership is a tool
people can use to break out of
the cycle of poverty. Help us
build affordable homes for two
Muskoka families by donating
to the Bala Build today:
https://www.habitatgatewayn
orth.com/donations/donate
We also accept ‘in kind’
donations. Thank you for your
support!

Winter Photo
Contest Winners

Best Action
@Erindraperr

Best Landscape (tie)
@FootyMummy

Best Landscape (tie)
@Sabrina0315

Nursing Station
We are pleased to report
that there are just enough
funds available to offer
another year of Summer
Weekend Hours at the Nurse
Practitioner-Led Clinic in
Rosseau. And, Nurse
Practitioners have already
been hired for coverage
through out the summer. We
will send you additional
information on specific dates
and times in the near future.

Best Nature
@AdriennebClarke

However Summer 2021 will
use up all the funds we have
raised over the years. As the
Association that spearheaded
the summer weekend hours
initiative nine years ago, we
are committed to seeing this
important service continue for
future summers and will work
with the Citizen Advisory
Committee and WPSHC to
raise the necessary funds. We
will keep you posted and
appreciate your willingness to
help support this important
community service.

Safe Quiet Lakes
This summer, LRNA is partnering with Safe Quiet Lakes, to conduct a third comprehensive survey
on the recreational use of the lakes in Muskoka. The last survey in 2017 attracted 3,300 responses,
an increase of 44% over the previous survey in 2013. In addition to answering the survey questions,
respondents provided 274 pages of written comments, a strong indication of interest and passion in
safe and responsible boating. In 2021, we are hoping to have a record participation from LRNA
members. Additional details will be forthcoming.

